
INTRO

This brochure tells the story of Oulu as it is today. It works particularly well 
when used as added material with the Oulu general presentation which you can 
find at presentation.oulu.com. When you need to introduce Oulu, you can start 
the presentation and provide additional information on the topics you like from 
this brochure.

The Oulu presentation moves forward by pressing the right arrow key. The left 
arrow key takes you backward. The presentation works best when you use 
Mozilla Firefox or Google Chrome as your browser.
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Finland is the happiest place in the world. This is a fact stated by the United 
Nations in a report published in early 2018.

And there’s more: A European Commission study in 2015 compared people’s quality 
of life between European cities, and the people of Oulu were found the most 
satisfied with their own quality of life in many categories. These included things 
like mutual trust between citizens, inexpensive costs of living, low noise level and 
sports facilities.

This adds up to one thing: the people in Oulu are among the happiest in the world!

How is this possible?

Oulu is the fastest growing city in Arctic Europe – a cool city with hot business in 
the middle of a large market area between Sweden, Norway and Russia. Being the 
biggest commercial, logistic and cultural hub in the region, Oulu is also called the 
Capital of Northern Scandinavia.

Oulu has the second busiest airport in Finland. Thanks to good flight connections, 
location by the sea as well as efficient railroad and highway networks, Oulu is 
extremely well connected to other major cities and market areas.

The quality of life in Oulu stems from accessible services, low costs of living and an 
urban atmosphere surrounded by nature. Oulu has four distinct seasons, ranging 
from the midnight sun of the summer to the crisp winter days and polar night 
coloured by northern lights above a thick blanket of snow. The seaside setting and 
four rivers with the nearby countryside and wilderness provide perfect ground for 
recreation and relaxation.

A total of 250,000 people live in the Oulu region, and the average age is 38 years. 
The level of education and innovation is high, and every third person in Oulu has an 
academic degree. 
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One thing we can be especially proud of is that up to 2.6 billion people in the world 
use technologies developed in Oulu every day.

Oulu is the home of 5G and the Internet of Things – even a revolutionary 5G 
hospital is being designed and built in Oulu. The busy technology sector employs 
18,500 people. During the last few years, more than 500 startups have been 
established here.

Oulu’s track record in ICT has set the global course in technology since the 1980s. 
Oulu has the leading edge on research in key ICT-based industries, such as health 
technology, printed intelligence, and cleantech. Oulu is Finland’s second biggest 
hub in the booming field of health technology and future health.

Oulu’s success stories lean on a strong basis of enterprise and education – some 
25,000 students attend the city’s two universities: the University of Oulu and Oulu 
University of Applied Sciences. Thanks to the Oulu International School, education 
in English is possible from the kindergarten to the university. In 2018, the University 
of Oulu broke the Finnish record of applicants to international Master’s Programmes 
with almost 4,000 applicants.

In a recent study made by the Macquarie Bank from Australia, Oulu was named one 
of the top 13 growing ”brain belts” in the world – hubs that attract the smartest 
people to work on cutting edge technology. Among the other hubs are well-known 
cities around the world.

Vibrant creativity is the force that makes Oulu tick. The local way of connecting 
and doing things together is in the DNA of people in Oulu. We are not afraid to seize 
the moment.
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We have a 600-kilometre cycleway network and we like to ride our bikes to work 
or school or just for fun, no matter what the season. When you look around in Oulu 
in the wintertime, you will not be surprised to hear that Oulu is also a founder of the 
international Winter Cycling Federation.

When it comes to culture and sports, we like to organise a variety of events 
throughout the year – taking advantage of the nightless night of the summer as 
well as the exceptional conditions of the winter.

The local ice-hockey team, Oulun Kärpät, is one of the top clubs in Finland, with 
numerous national championships won and a number of NHL players raised.

Perfect examples of the creative craziness in Oulu are the Air Guitar World 
Championships and Polar Bear Pitching – both unique, annual Oulu events that 
draw international publicity.

These are also some of the assets on which we will build to become the European 
Capital of Culture in 2026. With the investments and efforts planned and made for 
this goal, the cultural scene in Oulu will become even more colourful and vivid in 
the coming years.

And this is why Oulu has the happiest people in Europe.
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